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of the Duke of Vicenza. He afterward passed through all the towns on the frontiers; and on the ipth of December, a quarter of an hour after midnight, he arrived before the front gate of the Tuileries. Since Mallet's conspiracy unusual vigilance had been observed by the police of Paris and the sentinels of the Palace. The Empress was about to retire to bed when the Emperor's caliche stopped at the gate.
The Guard did not at first recognize him in the little vehicle in which he was seated with the Duke of Vicenza, who after a fortnight's t$te-h-t$te escorted the Emperor to the door of Maria Louisa's chamber, and then hastened to take that repose of which he stood so greatly in need. Before daybreak on the following morning (the 2oth of December) the cannon of the Invalides announced to the City of Paris that the Emperor had returned. I was then too unwell to go to the Tuileries, but I dispatched my brother thither, as I was very anxious to have intelligence of Junot. Albert on his return informed me that the Emperor's levee had never been so splendid nor so numerous. As to Napoleon himself, he was perfect, sympathizing in all the anxiety which prevailed, and in the most touching manner soothing the fears of fathers and brothers who came to obtain intelligence of their relatives.
Napoleon, like all sovereigns, felt a pride in being beloved. Yet it is strange that in general he never thought of conferring any but worldly recompenses on the men who were most sincerely devoted to him; as if a single kind word, coming from the heart, would not have repaid such men better than a rich principality such as he conferred on Davout, who was not on that account the more attached to him. On these subjects the Emperor had singular ideas; and yet, at the time to whichh-chancellor. This was fortunate for herself. It savedowd of elegant women who took nart in these brilliant festivitiesatch, compared notes between it and the timepiece, and then said in a voice loud enough to be heard:
